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'To'the Reader. 
\be\: dpes" ine \bottom "it vr the "firm: Ground of "the 


=, T6775 ga tuhoge 4s; which Oreirive 
Wiſdome has _—_— al Truths 3 but on onr ow 


more cy al racks our Per Bek Car: 
ron the. por he-: ſubſtitutes ,to that ad- 
' vane by 45, which excludes Deceprion, is imp?/ſi- 
ble to: be. manifeſted by -Ourward Arguments to 0- 
. thers, "bling" only. his- own Thteriour Sdfisfattion or 
. Ofllnien 3 \ which, . as &- is\ Inviſible, - /o it may, in 
Dipas, te with wy Rejected by any man 


Laſtly; ' Whertis he pretals- #6 lay G20unds 
Fe: ehe "Abſolute Certainty of Faith, be ſhall ne- 
ver. \be. able to ſhew be has: laid any one G20und 
thus \ Certain (mbioh is: what be pretended) worthy 
the Name. of \a «Gz0und;ifor. the only Poine m 
debate ;/ viz. That Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught 
thus or. thus 3 but inſtead thereof, ſuch feeble Foun» 
dations; | 4s; leave Chriftian. Faith, —_ Ttuth'de- 

wiecefſarily upon the: Tiruch of Chrift's'Teach- 
re We opprobrious and ſcandalous' condition of 
benty poſſibly yt perhaps) * Fal/e.. In 4 word, 
be. was to. ſher:the- Abſolute. Certainty of his Greands 
wet and be ſo bandles the matter, that one-vould 
think 
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The: weft: of bis\ Ariſwer a_x—_— of *im- 
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phich dblivertd i inoPoighans: __ 
wh 4. pretty tang Poigna As re te his Di 
courſes, ard counterfeit 2 "kind of livelane/s of. Reaſon; 
when as I ire avouch, and ſhall make it ,gooll; be has 
918 108: ing le. Angrnienty, 4 Pertigient id. Sin- 
.cere. ht. < Shes Gorge , -—_ Anſwer.” 1 pr 
" miſſions, which, aug. many, and 
phe ns 33.46: likewiſe \hyw: prac not. take) his' Ad- 
React: Diſcourſe End-mvayes; as :1 did His; no 
gives. the [due , force th -his\ | Argaments ; but: Skips up 
and doen, bere and there, \Skimming off the + 
facial. ,part-of them by Plgjing) wptn bis Words, '\with- 
ent, xzgarding the full Senſe; that. fa be might make 
- "4 are, playable: mock» ſhew: of :an Anſwer, Laſtly, 
his Evaſuns , . as ts \the natural. Progreſs of _ 
plyſtErtour , are. ſtill;yworſe and worſe, 
Ns Egnfured by being Detected. *Tis.:eaſy. to 6 
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ws To the Reader. 
- cern by bis Expreſſions be is much Piqu'd and out 

3 nor can 1 blame him; for "tis too 
evere a Tryal of Patience, for a Man of his great 
Abilities and Authority, to be ſo cloſely preſt to ſhew 
bis Grounds why he Holds it xe (or which i 
the ſame, Ymapoſſible to be Falſe ) That the - 
Faith he pretends to, was indeed Chriſts Dofrine, 
and to find bimſelf utterly unfumiſh't with any Mos 
to perform it. 

But I have reaſon to hops there will need no more to 
let the Reader ſee that all that Gliſters in the Drs. 
Writtings is not Gold, but bis carriage inthis Sermon 
of bis which 1 now come to examine ; and to make him 

gudge, that, if be bath dealt ſo deluſively with his Aus 
| ditors when be ſpoke out of the Pulpit in Gbd's Name, 
be will - ſcarce behave himſelf more ſincerely towards 
me, when he ſpeaks in his own. 
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--- *,' THE FOURTH - 
">Catholick Letter. 


Gentlemen, 
% i. K Hen Controverſies are Preach't 
0 out of Pulpits, every Well- 
| meaning Hearer 1s apt to con- 

: ceit, that what ſounds thence is 
to be receiv'd asa Yoice from Heaven : Too great a Diſ- 
advantage to be admitted by- a Perſon concern'd, who 
judges he is able toſhew 'tis but a falſe Eccho : eſpecially, F 
when he ſees this foreſtalling the World by a Sermon, is —_ 
a meer preparation to turn the Queſtion quite off the Hin- 
go; and, withal, as the Preface intimates, to bring it 

m the handling oxe ſingle Point, which. bears all the 
F along with it, to the debating of mazy; none of 
"Which can be decided, till That be firſt clear'd. Hence 
I eſteem'd it not only a Juſtice to my ſelf, but a Chriſtian 
Duty to'others, to Addreſs'my ce togY ou, his Aur 
ditory ;' who (I fear) were led into Errours by many 
particulars in that Sermon, relating to our Controverſy. 
I have. reaſon” to hope this Diſcourſe will keep your 
Thoughts Zmpartial;' which done, I will deſire no othet 
Umpire of' our Conteſt ut preſent, but Four ſelves. 

g. 2. It 'being the Chief and moſt Preciſe Duty of 
4 Controvertiſt to ſecure the 7r«th of Chriſtian Faith , 
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and this not being ble to. wt Ska 
it-Zrue That Cle itr 


a Means qd Los us to attain it; w 
to be examin'd is, what that Mes is, 
this Certainty. Tour common Reaſon - aſſures 
what's [7rue] cannot poſſibly be Hales. =) 
Sentiment. of 'all Chriſtians, and : 
Faith it ſelf, has, I doubt not, imb 
apprehenſion, that your Faith cannot ytgs [You wit Fo 
does wy thing found Nw hart to 2 Eh, = 7 

to aftirm Chriſtian Faith may 3.8 but a Ly- 
S Ste 19; which *tis unavoidabl& it _ _ if it 


t 'tis Chrif's. Doris 
| ” 3- "You willwonder perhaps,whenT 
5 my quarrel with Dr.-S#. es of Fro 


Principles, that they make all rnorey Faith pofible 
2d *be Falſe, Dr. T3 o«, with whom: he. and 
whoſe Ny fs wing approves, , maintains that 
oy 6 6 Abſolute Security to be mop brughren 


ing ———— 


the Qyeftion then. 
5, my very Principles 
| I attribute to them, is, 
rf, That they have 47 thoſe Excellencies which 
Dr. &; yields them, and' ove more which he does avr ; 
of which he: hots | 
Secondly, Thar' they are Profitable to atl the Ends 
St;.;Pawd writing ito 7imatby wicribes to them; and that 
induch a bigh meaſore, rhat [do from my heart grant 
them tobe fo great'an Inſtrument of our Salvation, that 
the Church -bad been at an incredible loſs without 
them; &charnor.near half the mumber of 'Chriftian Souls 
would tave:been favd, had it not pleas'd God to leave 
20 theQlwrch ſach « BDowerfal Means to inſtruct them 
an a virtuous life, and raiſe them up to it. - 
- Thirdly, That, when they are animated with the 
Senſe. of the Divinely-Infpired Writers -by a Certain 
Interpret anion, 'they are very uſeful ro confute Here- 
vicks;; ;and' that, 7 pron ger they are with much 
profet made wuſc of, to that end , by Fathers and 


Counculs. 
. - Aeurobly, What,the they were written on ſeveral oc- 
caſions, X wagnot withourthe Defgns ofGod!' Pro- 
vidence; 'Which - orders: all our Actions to 'the being- 
ing about his Beſt Ends, howeverthey be ocrafrong! to 
ys; much more an Aﬀair 10 mamly important-to the 
_ Churches 1 at. - | 

Fifthiy, t there was aMo a peculiar Providence 


. 


"1 B 2 in 


-and, -that'the Second Cauſes by which this'Pri | 
exerted itſelf, was'the moſt obligatory." Care of the 
Church to whom thoſe Sacred Oracles were' cottnitred; 
51k, Taree Seuſe of Scriprre is able in Spi- 
- 6thly, That'the Sexſe of Scripture'is ſo /ub/ime in Spi-. 
ritual Points and high Myſterics:of Faith, 'which are. a- 
| bove Nature, and could- only be knowtt to the World 
by Divine Revelation, -that 'no. men” by their Private 
Judgments, much leſs all ſorts of .men ' coming to Faith 
(and therefore unelevated and unenlighten'd by'It) can 
arrive at the knowledge of it's Senſe by: the Letter in 
thoſe difficult Texts, with ſuch anurerring Cetrainty as 
1s requiſit for that moſt Firm, Rational-and Unalterable 
Afſent, call'd Faith ; and, therefore, that inTheſe, they 
need the Z7elp of the Church : Whereas in other paſſages 
that are Hiſtorical, Moral, &c.- where the ſubje& matter 
is more obvious. to ordinary Reaſon, they are either 
clear of themſelves, -or may be clear'd, 'as much as is 
neceſfary, by the Learning of the more Knowing Faith- 
ful. For the ſame reaſon I-held, that Seripture, thus pri- 
vately interpreted, is not convictive of Hereticks, who 
.have imbib'da contrary ſentiment to that of the Divine 
Enditer ;. becauſe thoſe men admit-no : Certain Interpre- 
ter of thoſe difficult places. And, this want of Clear-- 
eſs in ſuch Texts, Ido not take to be a Privative ln 
perfetion,; but, on the contrary, to argue a very high 
Perfetion in Scripture z viz. as Vincentins Lirinenfis has 
told us 12.00 years ago, Commonizor, cap«r2, It's Deep 
Senſe ; Whence *cis rather to be call'd properly, -a Dit- 
proportion of that Sexſe to the low Conceptions of Pre- 
vate Judgments looking after Faith ; or an Obſcurity, 
relatively to ſuch Perſons, than an Abſolute one':.- ſince 
che Fairhful, who are inſtructed in that Senſe, m_— 
wa. | capable 
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capable to underſtand it right, and- moreover to diſ- 

cover ſtill more-and:more Excellent Truths in it. 
7:bly, That fot this. reafon,'I cannot-hold the Letter 
of Scripture privately interpreted the Rule.-of Faith, or 
a Means ſor people of every capacity, looking after 
Faith, to know the Sexſe of it in; thoſe Dogmatical Ar- 
ticles; with /#ch 2 Certainty, as-was fſhewn * above to 
be Neceſſary for a Ground of Faith ; norcan I allow that 
the Truth of Chriſtian Faith ought to be built upon ſuch 
a Sandy Foundation as are thoſe Private Interpretations. 
And, therefore, that there needs ſome other Rule to Aſ- 
certain people of all forts what is Chriſt's true Do&rin 
mm thoſe Jones. Moreover, I make account the Experi- 
ence of all Ages ſince Chriſt's time abets my Poſition. 
Every Heretick, and all his-Followers, relying on his 
private Interpretations of Scripture for his wicked 
Blaſphemies ; as the Socinians do. now, who are (as far 
aswe can diſcern) fincere and. exatt Followers of thar 
Rule, ,or Uſers of that Means, and yet;fall ſhort of Chriſt*s 
genuin Doctrine, denying his Godbead, and the Myſte- 
ry of the B. 7rinity. A plain Argument that That cannot 
be the way ta 7ruth, which ſuch vaſt multitudes 
have. follow'd, and yet have been led into Errour, 
unleſs we knew them all to- be wilfully fintere, or trange- 
ly negligent ; which we can neither kngw, nor have rea- 
ſon to think. And, asexperience has os this to eve- 
.ry, mans eye, ſo neither is it my ſentiment onely. 
The fame * Lirigonſs telling 'us, That by reaſon of 
the Scriptures Depth,,,as many Opinions as there are Men 
ſeem poſſible to be: drawn\thence. Where he'aſcribes-the 
obſcurity of the Letter not meerly ro the fault of rhe 
Perſons, nor the hardneſs of the Words, in which the 
Senſe. is deliver'd, but to the Profoundneſs of the Senſe it 
ſelf; Reaſon and Experience both informing us, _, 
where 
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s. 5. As for Tradition z The very |{bund of the 


Word ma pathos s give you formic prejridice aint Ht 
becuaoun | vidie ceprokenddd the ws fot Gans rs 
warrantable- hdr _ This dy 
ive you-2 'true CharaQeer of our Tenet nog (Tc, 
| = to make known to you rarcioutarly "hat ['T\HDf. 
tion] means, as we underſtand it ih our Controverſies; 
which Dr..$7.' (tho' he knows it) will never dog bur, on 
the contrary, {as fhall be ken) mi it al alon 
very 'difingenuoully in every particular, What we 


of « then, 4s, — 

Firſt, That the les, by their Preach? i 
the whole time jog rn lives, ſettled egg Farns. 
Chriſtian Dodtfinjn, the mmds of the Generality of 


che Faithful, 'differſed in ſeveral 'Countries; #dd not 
only at —argo and particularly. explicated it, and Ft i 


by their heavenly Preaching, but riverea it (as we ma; 
ſay) by Aferacles ; founded Churches, and cnkkinutel | 


doiplin; by.nicans bf which, and their own Exam- 
'plegthey: h'tthemin the Pruttice of that Dottrin. 


Laſtly, recommended the continuing it 2s -the 
means of Salvation ; and, ag err that the 
{werving from it themſelves, or negteQting to educate 
their Ehuldren iti Lit, was ths allured way +0 Excrnal 


ad -That'this Dl aaaoyty ſettled in 
thedameFaith is that which weimake the F7r/Z Source of 

* Tradition; which had no more to-do bur to-arre# to 
the wext p. adqpns che Firf had receiv'd' and praffis'd ; 
nar: could they. forge? a Dofrin 'which "was fo _—_ 
E *C me » 
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x fr cam ie Ke 19 emis ad 
heh ma © cofocd-—"qakev'focpoyþ i nog 


A Ls Living Voice; ure? ptr ine 
Scam: (as-i ws wy be) for ym and: brad 2 both, 
Tis, | 4 Chutize' ef Education 8 Ks Jed noming Poſterity Þs 
the I and Preflice f their Immediate Predecef- 


X dog ,. Or, Fon ara rp 
lievd and prattisd as their Immediate Fore-Fathers 
did, who at firſt believ'd arid praQtis'd as the Apoſtles 
had: inftruded. them; "tis. manifeſt the/Laſt Age of the 
| World muſt howerho Gime Faith char the Firlt Age of 

-Griſtianity had. Whence follows PR that no 


Errour. 


a veye as r dbw! 
- Add that, fl d.it's:lenſe;be; at any time mi _ 
ded, the.  aogberPullors can expat 


taker's- 
'  »thly, Thas- the” ChieE:. Cate-" Church | 
.to ns Re and preſerve inviolate the 
Chief Points png Faith ; and, therefore, that 

$ The? ! exerr! it's #elf- in 
.T 


oat | 
OY 8:bly;''Tis tigt-to-be- bur UScriprioa Tradith- 
' ox. went; "Eramone yo 'we have explain'd.: For 


the Church” having the ſame ſenſe in. wc vane which 
the Firſt Writers. had, - were, conſequentl the beft'In- 
Terpreters of i wis-gne Beaton why theFathers 
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. they-were to convert;iany. to: Faith, \.it nar he 
they..took ſuch'a Method asto put puegheBibl in his hand, 
-an bo gn monng "re es ;him "twas 
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| y'd; cared from poſ- 
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the ſeveral Goſpels. _ 


WR ſaid. - For, 2, \thafh Words, 
4 COntT. Dottr ine makes 
their. Tntoliible. 2. The diſcourſe makes 


the dn-of the 7rerb of the Goſpels, that is of 
their on Unwritten Tradition 3. We can- 
nox dogbe butthat Dodtine was Full as freſh in their Me- 
wories,; whar they, were grown Olter, - and were to 
mat; it.to_ the next-Ape after the Apoſtles deceaſe, 
as it; Soare; unleſs they loſt the Memory of it, by 
of it wore while they taught itto others, & 
by.\Praffifing it Longer ithemſelves. 4. As little can it be 
daubted but;the Dodrine and Pradtiſe of the Firſt Age, 
wars. Fre/b.in the minds of the Second Age, ſince they 
Led their Chriſtian Zives by it; for it was Equal- 
ly. Intelligible, and of Equal Concern ſtill to them to 
Lear each.it, as.it was to the Firft.. Laſtly, That 
ch being, the Teſtunony of that Body, .even.now a- 
CI ER toTradition, * is in effett, the Conſent 
of « wot perm the Apoſtles that taught it at. Firſt. Qbſerve, Gen- 
tlemen, thar-this is the. only time Dr. Sz. has {o much 
as touch'rupon Our Tradition; and that he is ſo far from 


ED 


he as re ihatp Was 00e eee good 
was intent in ace,upon.making the 
| > hoagbokes mocaab of 


rh s Dottrine. 


x, thathe, in ſome. part diref- 
gon opens Cook Yaqnence acknowledges it's . 
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dreferys ind'p 
wild Diſotees urabpi 
andall degrees Olin "Vonklly: had been! jijeſes 

to them miraculcuſly rhitherto, meerl roYocottimera 
the Truth of the 'Goſpels; and,'that | 48" that” was 
done, and the Apoſtles were dead;'the Aurh 
and Grace ſuſpended or rather ſubrrafted fobever all his 
Influence;8cleft them a Tabula riſaCwithoureither: Memo- 


ry or Goodyeſs) to learn their Faith anew out of 


$. 13. And, hence it is that he rallies upon Univer- 
= _ or Tradition as-if it were | Tons 


De Tatling Goſlips, Ds who mo 


Fotos | de Fr 
vals inal ' But his conſtine\ is his ;''hie 
endeayours to pit yon out of coticeir wi "by 


. ' concealiny thi nt ny ev ous 

"what *2 Wi y 1H, pe borron 21 
©"$, "22." The'h : or Infſtahce he'bribgs't6/prove 
-rhat the: {1} torr ia Sar the 


"Second Century, is,1 poſſible, * runes worſe, 


; Oh » would verily-think,from | 
ro chit 07 he Chiriitiges of «the tinbeon. 
Pdto'tel z gs the- Tous, conrming Ont 
- rin 


(vs ) 


Doctrine . But,\this;mountainous ExpeQation came off 


with a.poot\ little mouſe,;therelation of one ſingle man, 
Papias,of what an had told him;; which he be- 
ings honeſt Sou},gain'd' credit with diverſe. Tho”, 
as for w wit,:Dr.S:'s: jr apr 5 fry us he was 
a man of a'meancapacity,and icarce underſtood the meani 

of pbat was ſpoken/-:i1 wonder the Dr. bluſh't not ——_ 


Yerghisisthe beſt, and, as far as can find, the only one 
has heought: to-prove direaly the Firſt Age of Chri- 

agdrbely'd -Chrift's Doctrin; tothe Second 4. and 
zcaula.one, men of.a wear Capacity miſtook, we 
i) fhaggun-doubtofour:4fawrarce whetherallthe Lear- 
eder. Faithfull, ! nay all. the Paſtaurs and Biſhops in: the 
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#: cy had Capacs ;gnough to. tyow an.open matter of 
64 ws whos had boon t.aod practis'd. publick- 


| every May by 8 World of Fore'fathers,..or the Iwtegri- 
_-.$ 15. Of. the ſame ) ſtamp is, his alledging that 
St. Lake's reaſon why he writ his Goſpel, was to.give 
bilus Certainty of thoſe things mberein be bad been in- 
ed. *-The Subj<& of. our Enquiry isabout the. High 
vp Grin Belief: Does: the Dr;think then that 
eaphilus was.'not a Chriſtian, or had no Certain 
Bnowleg.of his Faith, ere St. Luke writ > Or, thar the 
Apoſtles did not-inftruQt people. in thoſe Main, Articles ? 
Qr that St,, Luke's Writing thoſe Points is ſbort (for thoſe 


Points we ſpeak of take up a very: inconſiderable part eo 
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